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Key issues 

 
ÅTwo years after start of ISCC system operations: Sustainability certification for biofuels and 

bioliquids works and is being established in the market 

 

ÅSustainability certification shows impact on the ground: improved agricultural practices (e.g. 

handling of plant protection products and fertilizers, GHG and land use change issues considered 

in management and financing decisions) 

 

ÅSustainability certification along complex international supply chains is an innovative endeveaur. 

Several questions arise with practical operations ï within systems and in the regulatory framework 

 

ÅIndependence, openness, transparency and system safety important governance criteria for 

credibiltiy of certification  

 

ÅGHG emission calculations crucial for biofuels sector - the iLUC factor endangers the biofuels 

industry. In addition, the discussion about loss of biodiversity caused by increased land utilisation 

could become a further threat 

 

ÅExtension to other markets required to ensure that certification of biofuels is effective: Sustainable 

biofuels for aviation, solid biomass, biogas, chemical industry, food and feed 
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Sustainability certification will not solve all problems of the world. The 

carriage should not be overloaded with expectations  
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The full recognition of ISCC by the European Commission in July 2011 

was a major milesteone in the development of the scheme 
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Currently, more than 1,100 companies are registered with ISCC. 

Over 900 certificates have been issued so far 
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Most of the ISCC system users are located in the European market. The 

share of registrations from oversees is increasing 

* Numbers as per January 18, 2012 

No. of ISCC registrations*  
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ISCC covers all kind of biomass and is used by companies in 52 countries 

ISCC registrations / certificates 
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Sustainability certification shows impact on the ground  

Source: ISCC Technical Committee Latin America 
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Clear regulatory framework conditions and control mechanisms are 

required 

 

Issues of concern 

Regulation and 

monitoring of 
implementation 

Default values / 

iLUC 

Double counting 

waste to biofuels 

Highly biodiverse 

grassland 

Technical member 

state requirements 

Mass balance 

application 
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Recognized systems show different characteristics with respect to 

sustainability criteria and governance  

 

Source: FAO, 2011 
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ISCC goes beyond legal requirements and includes also social criteria 

 

 
PRINCIPLE 3: Safe working 

conditions through training 
and education, use of 
protective clothing and proper 

and timely assistance in the 
event of accidents 

 
PRINCIPLE 4: Biomass 
production shall not violate 

human rights, labour rights or 
land rights. It shall promote 

responsible labour conditions 
and workers' health, safety and 
welfare and shall be based on 

responsible community 
relations   
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ISCC works on improving transparency: Inter alia, the new ISCC website will 

entail more information about the issued certificates 

Address Contact email Company Identifier 
Certified 

as 
Issued 

Valid 

until 
Issued by 

ISCC-Cert-CE105- 
81889601 

Aceitera General Deheza S.A. 
General Deheza, Argentina 

Urquia 149, General 
Deheza, Argentina 

gdeheza@agd.com.ar FG, OM 2011/10/10 2012/10/09 Peterson Control Union 
Deutschland GmbH 
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The four layers of the ISCC safety system should increase security and 

integrity of the scheme 

External third party audits 

Overall ISCC quality and risk 

management 

Self declarations and internal 

audits 

ISCC integrity management 

Guaranteeing 

high quality 
and integrity 
of the ISCC 

Scheme 
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ISCC e.V. for stakeholder representation ï open for new members 

 
More than 60 members from Europe, the Americas, and Asia 
 

Companies, associations, research organisations and NGOs represented 
 

 

Openness and stakeholder consultations are additional criteria to assess 

certification schemes  
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Since inauguration, the number of members of ISCC e.V. has trippled  
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GHG values of biofuels may be heavily affected by iLUC factors. What action 

the EC will take, is unclear and creates uncertainty in the market 

Consequences of a 40 g CO2eq/MJ iLUC factor application for different biofuels 

A maximum emission of 54.5 

gCO2eq/MJ is possible to reach 

the 35% threshold 
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Loss of biodiversity could become another factor with even bigger impact 

than iLUC  
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iLUC and biodiversity are a tremendous burden for biofuels. Sustainability 

certification helps to avoid negative accessory phenomenons 
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Expansion to other renewable energies markets, chemical and 

conventional markets ongoing 

Voluntary Mandatory In several cases only partial coverage of sustainability criteria 
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Several airlines have started to use biofuels in 2011 

Aircraft Passage Period 2011 Feedstock Comments 

B737 Amsterdam-Paris June UCO (SkyNRG) 200 return flights 

A321 HH-Frankfurt July Mix (NesteOil) 
1200 flights in 6 

months 

A321 
Amsterdam-

Helsinki 
July UCO (SkyNRG) é 

A320 Mexico C.-Tuxtla 

Gutierrez 
July Jatropha (ASA) é 

B777 Mexico C.-Madrid August Jatropha (ASA) é 

A320 Madrid-Barcelona October Camelina (ASA) é 

B757 
Birmingham- 

Arrecife 
October UCO (SkyNRG) 

Daily flight from 

2012 onwards 

A321 Toulouse-Paris October UCO (SkyNRG) 
50% biofuel per 

turbine 

737-800 Houston-Chicago November Algae (Solazyme) 40% biofuel 

737s/ Q400s 
Seattle-Portland 

und Washington 
November UCO (SkyNRG) 

75 flights with 

20% biofuels 

Source: Enviro.aero (2011) 
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ISCC is actively involved in two AIREG working groups, focussing on the 

provision of sustainable feedstock for biokerosin 

Working group 
ñSustainabilityò 

Working group 
ñProvision of 
Feedstockò 
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The ISCC Technical Committee ĂWoodñ develops a modul for the 

certification of sustainable energy wood from SRC  

Å ISCC does not intend to Ădoubleñ certification in forests. Existing schemes like FSC and 

PEFC to be taken into account 

Å Discussion of sustainability issues, chain of custody and GHG emissions 

Å Multi-stakeholder approach with electricity producers, forest and SRC companies, 

certification schemes, and NGOs 

Å Development of social and ecological sustainability criteria and standards for SRC systems 

Å Successful Pilot-Audits demonstrated that the ISCC instruments can be applied 
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We invite you to participate in our ISCC Global Sustainability Conference 

in Brussels on February 8, 2012 

 

 


